
   

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

   

  

   

    

    

 

 

   

Sexual Violence 
Facts At A Glance  Spring 2008 

Adults Health Disparities 

•	 In a nationally representative survey of 9,684 adults:

•	 10.6% of women reported experiencing forced sex at 

some time in their lives, 

•	 2.1% of men reported experiencing forced sex at some 

time in their lives, and 

•	 2.5% of women surveyed and 0.9% of men surveyed 

said they experienced unwanted sexual activity in the 

previous 12 months. 

1 

College Age 

• 20% to 25% of women in college reported experiencing an 

attempted or a completed rape in college.2 

Children and Youth 
(17 years or younger) 

•	 In a nationally representative survey:1 

•	 60.4% of  female and 69.2% of  male victims were first 

raped before age 18. 

•	 25.5% of  females were first raped before age 12, and 

34.9% were first raped between the ages of  12-17. 

•	 41.0% of  males were first raped before age 12, and 

27.9% were first raped between the ages of  12-17. 

•	 A 2005 survey of high school students found that 10.8% of 

girls and 4.2% of boys from grades 9-12 were forced to 

have sexual intercourse at some time in their lives.3 

Perpetrators 

•	 In a nationally representative survey:1 

•	 In the first rape experience of  female victims, perpetra­

tors were reported to be intimate partners (30.4%), 

family members (23.7%), and acquaintances (20%). 

•	 In the first rape experience of  male victims, perpetrators 

were reported to be acquaintances (32.3%), family 

members (17.7%), friends (17.6%), and intimate 

partners (15.9%). 

•	 Among high school students, 9.3% of  black students, 7.8% 

of Hispanic students, and 6.9% of  white students reported 

that they were forced to have sexual intercourse at some 

time in their lives.3 

•	 Among 8000 women surveyed in 1995-1996, 17.9% of  non-

Hispanic whites, 11.9% of Hispanic whites, 18.8% of 

African Americans, 34.1% of American Indian/Alaska 

Natives, 6.8% of Asian/Pacific Islanders, and 24.4% of 

women of  mixed race experienced an attempted or a 

completed rape at some time in their lives.4 

Non-fatal Injuries and 
Medical Treatment 

•	 Among sexual violence victims raped since their 18th 

birthday, 31.5% of women and 16.1% of  men reported a 

physical injury as a result of  a rape. 36.2% of injured female 

victims received medical treatment.4 

•	 Based on national emergency department data, sexual 

assaults represented 10% of all assault-related injury visits to 

the emergency department by females in 2006.5 
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For more information, please contact: 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 

1-800-CDC-INFO • www.cdc.gov/injury • cdcinfo@cdc.gov 


